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Introduction

The Early Years Foundation Stage applies to children from birth to the end of the
reception year. Key Stage 1 begins for our children at the beginning of Year 1. The Early
Years Foundation Stage is important in its own right, and in preparing children for later
schooling. The Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage and the
Practice Guidance set out learning, development and welfare requirements.

The Early Years Foundation Stage can be broken down info four guiding themes:

A unique chid: every child is a competent learner from birth who can be resilient,
capable, confident and self-assured.

Positive Relationships: children learn to be strong and independent from a base of
loving and secure relationships with parents and/or a key person.

Enabling Environments: the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending
children’s development and learning.

Learning and Development children develop and learn in different ways and at
different rates and all areas of Learning and Development are equally important and
inter-connected.

Children joining our school have already learnt a great deal. Many have been to one
of arange of settings. The Early Years education we offer our children is based on the
following principles:

e to build on what our children already know and can do;
e toensure that no child is excluded or disadvantaged;
e provide arich and stimulating environment both indoors and out.

At Sky Primary and Eden Project Nursery we have links with local providers such as
Naturally Learning Nurseries. This offers parents childcare for children from birth until the
beginning of full-time school.

While we plan and assess in partnership with local settings, we recognise that they
are a separate concern and have their own policies and procedures.

Aims of the Early Years Foundation Stage
A high-quality Early Years' experience provides a firm foundation on which to build future
academic, social and emotional success. In order to achieve this, we aim to:

* make the child’s first experience of school happy, positive and fun;

* encourage parents to become partners with the school in the education of
their children;

* provide a curriculum firmly based on stimulating play-based age-appropriate
learning to meet the needs of the individual child;

* foster love of learning, inquiring minds and the ability to discuss, adapt and
negotiate;

* support children in developing respect for self, others and the environment;

* provide an environment that promotes physical, mental and emotional health
and well-being.

Teaching and Learning
We consider good practice in the Early Years Foundation Stage to include:
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e A partnership between teachers and parents, so that our children feel secure at
school and develop a sense of well-being and achievement;

¢ Planning opportunities that build upon and extend children’s knowledge,
experience and interests, and develop their self-esteem and confidence;

e Using child-initiated planning to engage children and support their sense of
natural curiosity and enthusiasm to learn;

e Extending and developing play and communication;

¢ Using a wide range of teaching strategies based on children’s learning needs;

¢ Providing a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support children and
to help them to learn effectively;

e Providing a safe, supportive and enabling learning environment in which the
contribution of all children is valued;

e Using resources which reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and
stereotyping;

¢ planning challenging activities for children whose ability and understanding are
in advance of their language and communication skills;

¢ reading and vocabulary is valued, and we have a culture where children gain
a love for books and stories and develop their vocabulary. Children are read to
frequently each day and are given the opportunity to talk on subjects of
intferest fo develop and extend their vocabulary and language. Children are
taught to read with a systematic phonics approach using the Read Write Inc
phonics scheme. Children are assessed regularly fo ensure their learning
matches their ability and the reading books sent home are also in line with their
skill level;

e Monitoring children’s progress and taking action to provide support as
necessary and sharing this information with parents;

e The regular identification of training needs of all adults working within the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

These are features of good practice that may extend beyond the Early Years
Foundation Stage.

Play in the Early Years Foundation Stage

Play underpins the delivery of the EYFS. Through play our children explore, develop and
represent learning experiences, which help them make sense of the world. They
practise and build up ideas, concepts and skills and learn codes of behaviour which
help them interact with others. They learn to take risks and make mistakes. They have
the opportunity to think creatively and imaginatively alongside other children as well as
on their own. They communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems.

They express emotions and re-live experiences in confrolled and safe situations.
Children will have opportunities to play inside and outside. Where children do not play
spontaneously, they will be supported by adults. Adults will support and extend the play
of all children by questioning, scaffolding, challenging and playing alongside them.
Within child-initiated play, adults follow the ‘Objective Led Planning’ to teach children’s
individual next steps and ensure they progress.

Behaviour Management

It is important to us that all children in the school are ‘safe’. We aim to educate children
on boundaries, rules and limits and to help them understand why they exist. We provide
children with choices to help them develop this important life skill. Children should be
allowed to take risks but need to be taught how to recognise and avoid hazards.
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We aim to protect the physical and psychological well-being of all children.
Inclusion in the Early Years Foundation Stage

In our school we believe that all children matter. We give our children every
opportunity to achieve their best. We do this by taking account of our children’s range
of life experiences when planning for their learning. Meeting the needs of all children
lies at the heart of EYFS.

In the Early Years Foundation Stage, we set realistic and challenging expectations that
meet the needs of our children. We achieve this by planning to meet the needs of:

e boys and girls;

e children with special educational needs;

e children with disabilities;

e giffed and talented children/more able;

e children from all social and cultural backgrounds;

e children of different ethnic groups and those from diverse linguistic
backgrounds

e pupil premium children.

In addition to the good practice detailed above, we meet the needs of all our
children through:

e using resources which reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and
stereotyping;

¢ monitoring children’s progress and taking action to provide support as
necessary. This may involve using outside agencies (e.g. speech therapists) for
some of our children.

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum

Each year we reflect on our current cohort and plan for their particular needs and
interests. We plan exciting and relevant topics and stimuli to broaden their interests,
skills, knowledge and understanding.

We are aware of the progression the children need to make from Nursery, through
Reception and oninto Year One.

We value children’s personal cultures and experiences and plan exciting activities and
opportunities to broaden their knowledge and enrich their learning.

Coverage of the curriculum is planned carefully, and we pay attention to each of
the strands. We ensure that by the end of the year each strand has the coverage
needed fo ensure children progress towards the ELGs and beyond.

The curriculum for the Early Years Foundation Stage in our school is based on the seven
areas of learning and development. The experiences that our children meet often
enable them to develop a number of competencies, skills and concepts across several
areas of learning.

The Early Learning Goals are in line with the objectives in the Primary National Strategy.
Teachers initially address the requirements in a flexible way but, as part of the smooth
fransition to Key Stage 1, children are infroduced to more formal learning in literacy
and maths by the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).
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The Early Learning Goals provide the basics for planning throughout the Reception
Year. For children who are working towards the Early Learning Goals we use earlier
ages and stages (identified in the Practice Guidance) and for children exceeding the
Early Learning Goals we refer to the first stages of the National Curriculum.

Pedagogy

Our pedagogy has child-initiated play at its heart. Experienced adults feach
children during their play to extend their learning and knowledge. We observe
carefully and enhance the learning whenever we spot a ‘teachable moment'. Our
observations, interactions and outcomes are recorded afterwards.

Children are born with a natural desire to explore and learn, and our practitioners can
support them in this. We do this by creating an enabling environment (both physical
and emotional) and through the relationships and interactions that the children
experience.

We also directly teach children through small, focused group activities across all 7 areas
of learning. Whole class lessons in maths and phonics take place daily to teach children
the skills that they can practice and consolidate in their own play.

Assessment
Formative assessments enable staff to focus on and teach specific areas or groups of
children to narrow the gaps in learning.

We make regular assessments of children’s learning, and use this information to ensure
that future planning reflects identified needs. Assessment in the Early Years Foundation
Stage takes the form of observation, which involves the teacher and other adults as
appropriate. The ‘Objective Led Planning’ supports the assessment process.

Adults can clearly see what the children know and what next steps need to be
scaffolded, challenged and taught within their play. These are then recorded and
fracked for future planning and assessment purposes.

Observations of children may be based on planned focus activities, during continuous
provision or by recording a spontaneous, significant achievement for a particular child.
These will be recorded on Tapestry (online learning journey). These observations form
the basis for recording achievement in the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile. Staff
are aware that most of the observations undertaken (80%) will be of spontaneous child
led activities as these are a better indicator of achievement.

We use the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile to monitor achievement. We update
the Profile 4 fimes a year and use this to set individual targets for future learning. In the
first 4-6 weeks of the Autumn term, we undertake on-entry assessments which are used
to tfrack and monitor children’s attainment and progress.

We compare this to the final data assessments and analyse this to identify patters of
attainment within the cohort of children. We use this information to modify the
teaching programme in Early Years Foundation Stage classes and to support and
extend individuals and groups in Year 1. We use the information in the profile as a basis
for sharing information and targets with parents. Parents receive a copy of their child’s
profile at the end of the Reception Year. The Profile will be annotated as appropriate
and will contain a general comment highlighting the child’s strengths and attitudes to
learning.
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The role of Parents/Carers

We believe that all parents/carers have an important role to play in the education of
their child. We recognise the role that parents have played, and their future role, in
educating the children. We achieve this through:

* talking to parents about their child before their child starts in our school;

* the children having the opportunity to spend fime with their teacher before
starting school. We do this through our Learning Together Sessions. These begin
in the term before the child starts school. Parents/carers attend these sessions
with their children;

* offering parents regular opportunities to talk about their child’s progress in our
recepftion class;

* encouraging parents to talk fo the child’s teacher if there are any concerns.
There is a formal meeting for parents in the Autumn Term and the Summer Term
at which the teacher and the parent discuss the child’s progress. Parents
receive areport on their child’s attainment and progress during the Spring Term;

* parents being invited into school throughout the year to look at their child’s
books and informally chat to the teacher about their child’s progress;

* parents also being invited regularly to Open Afternoons to join in with various
learning experiences in a range of subjects;

* parents are connected to Tapestry so they can read and contribute to their
child’s learning journey ;

* having flexible admission arrangements that enable children and parents to
become secure, and by allowing time to discuss each child’s circumstances;

* arranging for children to start school over the first week of term. We stagger the
starting time of small groups of children over this period, so that the teacher can
welcome each child individually into our school;

* encouraging the involvement of parents through newsletters and invitations to
join class activities both within and outside of school, including open days and
frips;

* parents are encouraged to contribute to their child’s ‘special week’ by
feedback questions and comments about their child’s life and progress in
school. This includes adding to Tapestry of Dojo.

Transitions into and out of Reception

e The EYFS Lead visits all the nurseries, child minders and other Early Years
providers to support transitions info Reception class. This enables
conversations to take place with the child’s key worker and for observations
of the child to take place in a setting where they are comfortable and
settled.

e ‘Meeft the teacher’ is an Open Afternoon for parents to gain information
about school, what they need to know and how to get their child ready for
school. It is also an opportunity to ask any questions they may have.

e Learning Together sessions — children and parents can stay and play. It is an
opportunity to get to know staff and the learning environment as well as other
children and parents.

e We have a staggered start in the first week of school in September which also
enables the children to seftle in a calm environment.

e Formal learning is infroduced in the last few weeks of Reception to mirror the
learning in Year 1. Transition meetings take place with the Year 1 teachers to
support transitions and share information.
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Resources

We plan a learning environment, both indoors and outdoors, that encourages a
positive attitude to learning. We use materials and equipment that reflect both the
community that the children come from and the wider world. We encourage the
children to make their own selection of the activities on offer, as we believe that this
encourages independent learning. We also encourage children to select their own
resources to complete activities and tasks.
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